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continuation of the war would absorb more money thati Japan could
in the end get from Russia. She will be wise if she will now put an
end to the war with triumph and take her place as a leading member
in the council of nations.
2. From the ethical standpoint, it seems to me Japan has a certain
obligation toward the world in the present crisis. The civilized
world expects from her the conclusion of peace; peoples believe in
her; let her manifest her superiority in the question of ethics, no less
than in military affairs, An appeal is made to her in the name of all
that is lofty and noble, and to this appeal, I hope, she will not remain
deaf.
With profound respect,
Sincerely yours,
|(Signed) THEODORE ROOSEVEIT,
On August 27th, I cabled the Foreign Minister:
... In view of the fourteen-hour difference in time, he asked me
to call the next session not to-morrow5 but the day after to-morrow
(Tuesday). I replied that I did not think I had the right to refuse
his request, but I declared to him in a most categorical fashion that
we would not in any case or under any circumstance renounce the
decisions taken in accordance with His Majesty's latest instructions,
that this was the last concession granted by His Majesty, and that any
new proposal I would reject on the spot without submitting it to my
Government. Consequently, I said, if they hoped that we would
yield, they were wasting their breath and time and keeping the world
in uncertainty.
The Emperor wrote the following remark on. the margin
of this dispatch:
Send Witte my order to end the parley to-niorrow in any erent.
I prefer to continue the war, rather than to wait for gracious conces-
sions on the part of Japan.
Dated Peterhof, August 28, 1905-
The following day-1 could say, in a message to the For-
eign Minister:
Before the beginning of to-day's session,'at half past nine, Baron
Komura wished to have a private conversation with me. In the